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‘The Peoples Post’

15 x 15' series for BBC Radio 4

1345, Monday- Friday from 5th-23rd December 2011
This Monday 5 December sees the launch of an exciting new series on BBC Radio 4. The Peoples Post is a 15 part series exploring the history of the postal service through the people that use and work for it. The series begins in the 16th century in the reign of Henry VIII and explores some of the key moments in the nearly 500 years since then. Each weekday there will be a new 15 minute episode touching on a different part of this fascinating and evolving story.

The series is supported throughout by The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA). With each episode there will be new content loaded onto the website, Flickr and this blog, exploring some of the issues in more detail. Links to these will be provided via Facebook, Twitter and Google+. Much of the research for the series has also been drawn from the Royal Mail Archive, which is managed by the BPMA. Images and details from the BPMA’s rich collections will illustrate each episode.

The first five episodes, during the first week, will look at the early history of the postal service. It will cover the days of the postal service as an instrument of state and consider the expansion of the system, first under Charles I and then later in the 18th century with the post being used increasingly to assist trade. 
Week two opens with the story of the Penny Black and how postal reform changed the world. From the expansion into the parcels posts in the 1880s through the development of social post and the part the post office played in the community, to the industrial unrest in the 1890s with the first postal workers’ strike. 
The final week looks at some of the innovations and changes that were to impact on the industry. The rise of new technologies such as the telegraphs and later developments such as the introduction by Royal Mail of the postcode, and the way that system evolved to form a part of everyone’s life. This week will also consider the post office in the First World War, the impact of the loss of male workers and the employment of women, and also the massive new role of delivering mail to a world at war and managing censorship.

[image: image3.jpg]THE BRITISH

POSTAL
MUSEUM
& ARCHIVE




- Ends - 

Media contact:

Jenny Karlsson, The British Postal Museum & Archive

Email: jenny.karlsson@postalheritage.org.uk; Phone: 020 7239 2574

Notes for the editor:

The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is the leading resource for all aspects of British postal heritage. It is a combined museum and archive, bringing together The Royal Mail Archive and a Museum Store. With collections ranging from staff records to stamps, poster design to photography and from transport to telegrams, it cares for the visual, written and physical records from over 400 years of innovation and service, illuminating the fascinating story of British communications. Records in The Royal Mail Archive are Designated as being of outstanding national importance. The BPMA’s Museum of the Post Office in the Community at Blists Hill Victoria Town, Ironbridge, is an Accredited Museum.

For more information see www.postalheritage.org.uk.

