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26 August 2011
Freddie Mercury’s stamp album on show
You can probably sing along to hits such as ‘I Want to Break Free’ and ‘We Will Rock You’ by the world famous rock band Queen, but did you also know that the front man Freddie Mercury was a stamp collector?

To celebrate the 65th anniversary of Freddie mercury’s birth, The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is delighted to offer an exclusive insight into his childhood, by putting his stamp album on display to the public. The stamp album is  one of few of his personal items that still exist in the public domain, and will be on show at the Dominion theatre (home to the musical We Will Rock You) 5 September – 3 October 2011. The display is part of the world-wide event Freddie for a Day.
Freddie Mercury was born Farrokh Bulsara on 5 September 1946 in Zanzibar. Bomi – his father – originally inspired his stamp collecting and it is believed that Freddie built up his own collection between the ages of nine and twelve.
Following Freddie Mercury’s death on 24 November 1991, the majority of his belongings were burnt in line with his family’s Zoroastrian religious beliefs but his father chose to keep the stamp album. Bomi eventually decided to auction his, and Mercury’s stamp collections and the BPMA, then the National Postal Museum, purchased the album on 17 December 1993. The amount paid was donated to the Mercury Phoenix Trust. 
Freddie Mercury’s collection includes stamps from a wide range of countries across the world. Many are from the British Empire and those of particular philatelic interest are from Zanzibar, Mercury’s birthplace. The album also incorporates a wide selection of stamps from Eastern Europe and Commonwealth countries. As pop memorabilia and for cultural reference, Freddie Mercury’s collection is priceless.
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- Ends - 

Media contact:

Jenny Karlsson, The British Postal Museum & Archive

Email: jenny.karlsson@postalheritage.org.uk; Phone: 020 7239 2574

Notes for editors:

· The British Postal Museum & Archive ( BPMA) is the leading resource for British postal heritage. It is a combined museum and archive, bringing together The Royal Mail Archive and a Museum Store. With collections ranging from staff records to stamps, poster design to photography and from transport to telegrams, it cares for the visual, written and physical records from over 400 years of innovation and service, illuminating the fascinating story of British communications. Records in The Royal Mail Archive are Designated as being of outstanding national importance. For more information see www.postalheritage.org.uk.
· Find out more information on Freddie for a Day here: http://www.freddieforaday.com/en/home 
· The Mercury Phoenix Trust is the AIDS charity that was set-up by Queen band members John Deacon, Brian May and Roger Taylor, along with Mercury’s friend Mary Austin. http://www.mercuryphoenixtrust.com/Home.aspx 

