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The British Postal Museum & Archive puts overprints from Libya online

The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is proud to have digitised all existing overprinted stamp registration sheets from the reign of King George VI, and these are now available via its online catalogue. 
This collection of definitives, commemoratives, high value definitive stamps and postage due label registration sheets include overprints relating to the official use of these stamps in various territories under British control, including the Gulf and former Italian colonies in Africa, occupied by British troops during WWII.
Holding particular political and historical significance today, registration sheets overprinted for ‘British Military Administration’ and ‘British Administration’ in ‘Tripolitania’, a historic region in the former province of Libya are included in the collection.  These stamps provide a reminder of British domination of this former Italian colony, both in terms of its military administration and also on a civilian basis.  Tripolitania included Tripoli in the old system and these registration sheets document the fact that Britain actually set up the combined state of Libya. The British backed King Idris to become Emir of Tripolitania who also proclaimed an independent Emirate of Cyrenaica in 1949.  

Various postal agencies in the Gulf used British overprinted stamps after 1948, including Bahrain, Kuwait, Muscat and Qatar. 
Stuart Aitken, Collections Assistant, commented:
“British overprinted stamps exist as a great reminder of British colonial history; they not only document the central use of British stamps within these territories but also provide a snapshot of the political world map during these periods.”
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Media contact:

Jenny Karlsson, The British Postal Museum & Archive

Email: jenny.karlsson@postalheritage.org.uk; Phone: 020 7239 2574

Notes for editors:

· The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is the leading resource for British postal heritage. It is a combined museum and archive, bringing together The Royal Mail Archive and a Museum Store. With collections ranging from staff records to stamps, poster design to photography and from transport to telegrams, it cares for the visual, written and physical records from over 400 years of innovation and service, illuminating the fascinating story of British communications. Records in The Royal Mail Archive are Designated as being of outstanding national importance. For more information see www.postalheritage.org.uk.

· On 1 September 1969, whilst in Turkey receiving medical treatment, King Idris was removed from power under the leadership of Muammar al-Gadaffi in a coup by a group of Libyan army officers.  The monarchy as a result was abolished and a republic proclaimed.  Interestingly, during the current uprising in Libya, many demonstrators opposing the Gadaffi regime have brandished the old tricolour flag of the monarchy and have also carried portraits of King Idris, even though he was exiled and that a large majority of Libyans were actually born after his reign.
